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weeks utilizes nearly 50 historical and cur-
rent classified sources and draws from 250
interviews he conducted with soldiers
throughout Afghanistan during his most re-
cent year-long combat deployment.

In addition to the classified report, LTC
Davis has written an 86-page unclassified
version, as well as an article, published
today by the Armed Forces Journal. These
reports depict a near institutionalizing of
dishonesty and deception by senior DOD
leadership towards the American public and
Congress. L'TC Davis documents, as well, ex-
amples from the Iraq war and major weapons
procurement programs to illustrate the per-
sistent duplicity of the Pentagon’s senior
ranks. Victory narratives, career ambitions
and institutional protection fuel these de-
ceits. Deceits that have only delivered the
loss of thousands of lives, the waste of hun-
dreds of billions of dollars and the failure to
achieve American policy objectives.

LTC Davis has submitted his reports to the
Department of the Army, his chain of com-
mand and the Department of Defense Inspec-
tor General. Hard copies of the classified re-
ports are available for viewing by appro-
priately cleared members and staff of Con-
gress. However, DOD has not publicly re-
leased the unclassified version, even with it
being verified as not containing classified in-
formation. This is in spite of L'TC Davis hav-
ing provided the report for review to the De-
fense Department over two weeks ago (De-
fense Department regulations require only a
10 business day review). I am not surprised
DOD is slow with its approval; his allega-
tions are harsh and damning, although accu-
rate and honest.

Danny Davis is a friend of mine; we have
known each other since the fall of 2009.
Bonding over coffees and lunches as rightful
skeptics of the escalation of the Afghan war,
we are now observing our worst concerns
being realized. At a cost of over 11,000 killed
and wounded Americans, the surge in Af-
ghanistan is now being wound down without
the achievement of its core objectives.* How-
ever, accompanying such a failure, are tri-
umphant claims of success and accomplish-
ment from American generals and their ci-
vilian counterparts. For those that com-
prehend the true consequences of this war:
the cold, waxen dead; the mutilated flesh and
shattered bone; the fatherless children so
very young and the new widows so alone and
so heartbroken; such specious and unfounded
claims of progress without fact in this war
are reckless, dishonorable and injurious.

Over the last several months, at great risk
to his career and personal life, L'TC Davis
has documented the deliberate misleading of
the American people and Congress by the
leaders of the Department of Defense.** He
has done his nation and the United States
Army a tremendous service. Thus far the
Army has taken no punitive action against
LTC Davis, however, I have no doubt his
character and motivations will ultimately be
attacked and disparaged. I suspect elements
of DOD leadership and their supporters will
seek to discredit him and persecute him. I
am afraid he will face significant, but spu-
rious, investigations and prosecutions for his
truth telling actions, such as Justice Depart-
ment lawyer Thomas Tamm or National Se-
curity Agency employee Thomas Drake had
to suffer, or that State Department officer
Peter Van Buren is currently enduring.

Over 5,500 Americans were killed or wound-
ed in Afghanistan in 2011. Tens of thousands
who have come home will soldier a lifetime
with the unseen scars of post-traumatic
stress or traumatic brain injury. Our service
members find themselves held to account on
a callous and unsympathetic battlefield in a
schizophrenic and absurd war. They do what
is expected of them and hold themselves re-
sponsible to those who depend on them.
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In contrast, for those in Washington
charged with the decisions of war and peace,
many of the participants seem to alternate
between Pollyannas, chickenhawks and
those who have lost sight of the difference
between respect for and deference to the
military. Any accounting for last year’s 5,500
killed and wounded, if the discussants are
even aware of the toll, is only a mathe-
matical exercise, and an abstract one at
that.

We expect our service members in Afghani-
stan to do the hard, brutal and savage fight-
ing our policies ask of them without ques-
tion. They do. Their expectation of those of
us in Washington, those of us in our heated
offices, wearing ties and high heels, who
wake each day safe with our families, is that
we ask hard questions, examine the reality
of the conflict and not accept assertions of
success without evidence.

The assumptions underlying the escalation
of the Afghan war were incorrect. The Af-
ghan surge, viewed by policy makers and
some in the military as some form of social
experiment to validate personal and institu-
tional legacies and theories, rather than
achieve US objectives worthy of bodily sac-
rifice, is failing. LTC Davis has dem-
onstrated the courage to expose the decep-
tions that perpetuate this war, its failings
and its deaths. It is now up to the American
people and its Congress to hold those who
were not just wrong, but mendacious, to ac-
count.

*To be clear, however, continuation of the
current war policy would simply be madness.
Secretary Panetta’s recent announcement to
end US combat operations in 2013 is a wise
decision (wiser if it had been made in 2009);
particularly if this policy shift is coupled
with a transition of the role of the US from
belligerent in the conflict to mediator of an
inclusive political process to settle the three
decade plus Afghan war.

** Myself and investigative journalist and
historian Gareth Porter, and former intel-
ligence officer and author Tony Shaffer,
have provided moral support throughout this
process.

———

ODDS AND SODS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. McCOTTER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, odds
and sods for brunch this morning.

We have recently seen an ad that
played during the Super Bowl that is
referred to as the halftime ad. It has
caused much discussion in this coun-
try, much of it focusing on the polit-
ical dimension of the attempt to sell
cars that were made in my hometown
of Detroit.

First I must admit that I disagree
with the premise of the ad, that it is
halftime in America. For logically, we
would then have to conclude that the
free Republic in which we inhabit will
expire before its 500th birthday. I
refuse to concede that a revolutionary
experiment in human freedom has any
timeline whatsoever. But what I do
wholeheartedly concur with is the fact
that American manufacturing, espe-
cially our auto industry, is starting to
revive. As it does, it will continue to
form a critical engine of any economic
recovery we have and will form the
basis of ensuring that our American
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economy leads the world. Yet despite
this nascent recovery, we must con-
tinue to watch the horizon for any dan-
gers that may loom to our industrial
base here at home.

One of these is the attempt of our
strong ally Japan to join the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership initiative. Currently
the United States, Brunei, Chile, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore,
and Vietnam are trying to ensure the
free flow of goods, including auto-
mobiles, amongst our Nations. Japan
wishes to enter into this partnership
which was formed. Unfortunately, the
time is not right. For Japan, like Com-
munist China, continues to manipulate
currency, continues to put up nontariff
trade-entry barriers, and until Japan
has restructured and reformed itself,
their entry into this organization, to
this initiative can only slow the
progress and have a detrimental im-
pact upon our manufacturing base.

I would encourage all to understand
the importance—not just to those of us
who were born and bred in what was
once known as the arsenal of democ-
racy—to understand the importance of
manufacturing. I ask this administra-
tion and I ask all those involved in this
initiative to ask Japan to do the right
thing before they join us at the table
and embark upon a greater period of
prosperity for our nations.
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Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would just
like to point out, as I did when the
ObamaCare legislation on health care
was passed: So this is what change
looks like.

As an Irish Catholic, I remind my co-
religionists and all Americans that no
government can come between you and
your conscience and the central tenets
of your creed. What we are seeing now
is the unfortunate fruits of the logical
extension of the cesspool of Jean-
Jacques Rousseau and his civil religion
whereby your true religion was toler-
ated as long as it was subservient to
the state. That is not what this Nation
is about. It is a clear violation of your
constitutional right to freely exercise
your religion.

There is no debate. There is nothing
to be worked out. This odious regula-
tion must be withdrawn, lest this ad-
ministration or those who support it go
back on their word to protect and de-
fend your rights under that said Con-
stitution, and, as a practical matter,
belie the left’s myth that they will not
enforce their morality on you.

————
END THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARAMENDI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 1
stand here today to speak about the
Afghanistan war. I commend President
Obama’s administration for the steps it
has taken to bring the longest war in
our Nation’s history to a close.
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